
 

 

Unofficial Minutes 
 

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Lima, County of 
Livingston and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7329 East 
Main Street, Lima, New York, on the 1st day of September 2026 at 6:30 P.M. 

Notice was printed in the Mendon-Honeoye Falls-Lima Sentinel. 
 

Present:  Supervisor, Jon Cates 
   Deputy Supervisor, Adam Lewis 

Councilperson, Christopher Doe 
   Councilperson, Ron Blodgett 
   Councilperson, Steve Werner 
   Attorney, Jim Campbell 

Deputy Town Clerk, Laurie Arner 
  

      
Guest(s):  See attached Town Board Meeting Sign-In Sheet – September 1, 
2026; Eric Weiss, Colton Welch 

 
Town Supervisor Cates called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. with the Pledge 
to the Flag. 
 
A Moment of Silence was held for past Fire Chief, Dick Gary, Sr. 
 
Roll Call 
Quorum of the Board is present 
 
Approval of August 4th Minutes 
Upon motion by Councilperson Blodgett to approve the August 4th minutes, 
seconded by Councilperson Doe, the vote was unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0    
 
Public Comments 
Public Comments consisted of updates on the WD#5 permitting, preliminary 
budget meeting, status of the Teamsters Union contract, Town audit, advance 
tax cap request. 



 
 

 
 

 
Colton Welch submitted notice to the Town concerning the renewal of the 
cannabis license for his micro-craft farm on Livonia Center Rd.  Notice was 
accepted by Town Supervisor Cates.  Public Comments were received. 
 
Project Updates  
 
Water District #5 
Eric Weiss from CPL presented an update on the current status to include the 
pump house, delays with the wetland delineation report.  Will be resubmitting 
the bids to agencies.  November’s Board Meeting will include a resolution to 
send out bids.  Hoping to be shovel ready by February 2027. 
 
Siemens Substantially Complete 
The Siemens grant work is finished with a few punch list items to be 
completed soon.   
  
Open Public Hearing regarding the extension of Solar Moratorium 
Due to the progress made over the last year, the Town will move forth with the 
extension of the Solar Moratorium.  The current Moratorium expires Sept. 1, 
2026.   No Public Comments. 
 
Supervisor’s Report 
Town Supervisor Cates explained the Accounting Firm does not have the 
numbers for August as our Board Meeting fell on the first of the month.  
Supervisor Cates will provide the report for August 2026 at the October Town 
Board Meeting.  Met with the Accountants this week to discuss the 2027 
preliminary budget. 
 
Reports from Town Officials 
Reports from the Town Clerk and Code Enforcement Office were all submitted 
and sent to each Board Member.  
 
Town Clerk 
Jenn emailed everyone.   



 
 

 
 

Code Enforcement 
Charlie emailed copy to all, and a hard copy is present 
 
Upon motion by Councilperson Doe to accept the Clerk and CEO reports and to 
table the Supervisors August report to October, seconded by Deputy 
Supervisor Lewis, the vote was unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0 
 
Highway 
Doran Rd – Currently awaiting approval from the DEC.  School has been 
notified. 
 
Roads requiring painting and pothole work were discussed. 
 
Town Highway Superintendent Parslow presented pricing proposals for a new 
F250 Crew Cab Truck.  Town Supervisor Cates suggested the topic be tabled 
until October Board Meeting. 
 
Town Superintendent Parslow will be conducting 2 interviews this week for a 
MEO. 
 
Installing more snow fences along 15A this year.  Town receives 
reimbursement from the State for installation. 
 
Boards and Committees 
 
Councilperson Doe reported on the following: 
 
Summer Recreation  
Has ended. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Cemeteries 
Looking for volunteers or perhaps Eagle Scouts to help with the cemeteries.  
Received a letter from relatives who are buried in the Presbyterian Church 
concerning the disrepair of the stones and grounds. 
 
The Historical Society 
Be Your Neighbor Barn Sale this weekend. 
 
Councilperson Werner reported on the following: 
 
Ambulance 
39 Calls for August.  376 calls year to date.  14 community events were held.  
Participated in the July 4th Celebrations. No new applications. 
 
Loan closet is slated to be completed by the last week in October. 
 
Fire 
33 Calls for August. Raffle tickets available – but hurry less than 100 left!  
Turned down for two grants.  Sept 17 at the Town Highway Barns, the Fire 
Dept will be holding a mass casualty event concerning a school bus.  This is a 4 
hour drill and the public is invited to watch.  Fire Chief will be meeting with 
Supervisor Cates and Mayor Skiptunas to discuss a comprehensive emergency 
management plan. 
 
Park 
Working on the grounds before the Pumpkin Festival.  
 
Pumpkin Fest 
Elim Life is a sponsor for a $20 chicken BBQ from Paul Teed.  New events this 
year include a wood carver, petting zoo and Crego’s race car.  Hoping the funds 
from the Festival will support the widening of the sidewalks.   
 
Park Commission 
Councilperson Werner passed out a rendering of the proposed Community 
Center.  Councilpersons Werner and Blodgett are diligently putting a plan in 



 
 

 
 

place for this project before presenting to the Public.  A private donor is 
funding.   
 
Currently working on a comprehensive plan for the park. The Park 
Commission meets at the Town Hall the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30pm.  
All are welcome.  Donations and Suggestions are also welcome. 
 
Town Buildings 
Teach2Learn has opened their doors at the old GCC building.  This group 
provides education and physical requirements for home school students. 
There will be a gymnasium and a building for teaching trades to the students. 
 
Pickleball Court is coming along nicely. Hope to open by winter. 
 
Deputy Supervisor Lewis reported on the following: 
 
Ag: 
Reports from the Committee stated they are working on a few topics 
 
Be Well 
Off last month but will resume the 3rd week in September 
 
Community Connections 
Is now on hold.   
 
Court 
The deadline for submitting another grant will be September 22.  Additional 
upgrades are being considered.  
 
Councilperson Blodgett reported on the following: 
 
Doran Rd 
Explained the outcome of the meeting with State and Supervisor Cates.  The 
State is not interested in changing the intersection at this point.  They 



 
 

 
 

suggested vehicles only make right hand turns at the intersection.  No crossing 
over.  This will not take place.  
 
Library 
Solar panels are in the process of coming online.  EV Charging stations are not 
being used much. Councilperson Blodgett fixed the concrete sidewalk. 
 
Close Public Hearing regarding the extension of Solar Moratorium 
Public hearing closed. 
 
Old Business 
  
Emergency Services Contracts 
After reviewing, monies will be given to the Village for disbursement. Fire 
Department submits their budget to the Village.  Insurance amounts have been 
updated to the required amounts. 
 
Upon motion by Councilperson Werner to adopt the Emergency Services 
Contract for 2027, seconded by Councilperson Blodgett the vote was 
unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0 
 
 
Capital Improvement Plan 
Town Supervisor Cates suggested a condition report study be conducted on 
the Town Hall.  It is a historic building and would like to lay out a plan for its 
future.  The cost of the study is approximately $8-9K. 
 
New Business 
Town Health Care Plans 
The Teamster’s Union has opened up their health care plan to the Town.  Four 
people are affected/eligible.  It is a high-deductible plan and will have a $3600 
HSA plan attached. One retiree will stay on the old plan for the next year as 
they are not eligible. Plans will become effective in January 2027. 



 
 

 
 

 
Vote of Solar Moratorium Extension 
Upon motion by Councilperson Werner to extend the solar moratorium, and to 
adopt proposed Local Law #2 of 2026, A Type 2 Action under SEQR, 
 seconded by Deputy Supervisor Lewis, the vote was unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0 
 
Solar Law 
Currently Establishing/Reestablishing Committee.  Looking for citizens who 
want solar, Ag partners, etc.   
 
Proposed Local Law to Exceed Tax Cap 
Attorney Campbell suggested the scheduling of a public hearing to meet the 
necessary time frame. This gives the Town the authority to exceed the cap but 
does not guarantee.  The fund balance can be used to exceed the tax cap.  The 
current increase of the 2% tax cap for 2026 Budget is $39K. 
 
Upon motion by Councilperson Blodgett to approve a 2% tax cap increase 
public hearing for the October 6 Town Board Meeting, seconded by Deputy 
Supervisor Lewis, the vote was unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0 
 
 
Approval of Abstracts of Audited Vouchers 
Resolved that the bills contained on Abstract #9 have been reviewed by the 
Town Board and are authorized for payment in the following amounts: 
 
General Funds:   No.  253 through 270             $   14,857.73 
Highway Funds:   No.  100 through 111         $    14,037.65 
Water District Funds:  No.  10-12          $  117,667.00 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Upon motion by Councilperson Blodgett to approve Abstract #9, seconded by 
Councilperson Doe, the vote was unanimous 
CARRIED  Ayes: 5 Blodgett, Cates, Doe, Lewis, Werner 
   Nays: 0 
 
Public Comments 
Questions concerning the Doran Rd culvert replacement.  Comprehensive Plan 
Grant and Strategy was discussed. 
 
Town Board Comments 
None 
 
Adjourn Meeting 
Upon motion by Councilperson Blodgett to adjourn meeting at 8:42pm, 
seconded by Councilperson Werner, the vote was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
 

      __________________________________ 
      Laurie Arner 
      Deputy Town Clerk 
Attachments 
 
Town Board Sign In 

Legal Notice of Public Hearing 

Town of Lima Local Law #2 of 2026 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 

 


